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INTRODUCTION

First of all, I am Léa Bebien, I am currently studying for an ESTP-ENSAPLV dual diploma. I chose 
to spend my thirteen weeks of mobility abroad, volunteering in the construction industry. I wanted 
to get the most from my experience in a foreign country and to further improve my English, my 
knowledge of building construction and to give my time to help a community.

I wanted to seize the opportunity to get work 
experience in an English-speaking country and 
to get involved in a volunteering placement, 
whilst I was still studying. Morover, I had my first 
year labourer internship approved by working 
in the conception phase, drawing layout plans. 
Throughtout this stay I also wanted to get 
involved in manual work in order to experience a 
labourer’s daily routine. Therefore, I volunteered 
from 7th of July to 5th of October with a charity 
called Housing People Building Commuties 
(HPBC) in Liverpool. I got in touch with this 
charity thanks to ESTP’s former placements 
archives available at ESTP Library. 
The placement allowed me to work everyday on 
a construction site, helping in the construction 
of affordable housing, based on a collaborative 
scheme. 
The goal of this report is to help students looking 
for their experience abroad. I am guessing that if 
you are interested in a volunteering placement, 
you are particularly looking for a human 
experience. For this reason I will outline my stay 
by giving you examples of people I met. It is 
my hope that by sharing my experience with you 
it will help you decide to dive into this deeply 
enriching experience.

PARIS

LIVERPOOL
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VOLUNTEERING
THE CHARITY

GENERAL PRESENTATION

HPBC, originally Liverpool Habitat for Humanity, was founded in 2012. This charity has already 
built 32 affordable houses in the south of Liverpool. I worked on the charity’s new project which is 
building 16 new homes within the shell of the former St Bernard Church. 

The principal contact I had the charity was 
Liza Parry; Liza is HPBC’s chief excecutive. She 
worked on the 32 Alt street homes, she knows 
each home partner from this project and helped 
me to get to know the project and the ethos 
of the charity. During the 13 weeks Liza always 
made sure that I was having a safe and pleasant 
stay in Liverpool. She also trusted me to be a 
team leader during “Team Build Day”

I also had the chance to meet the Reverend 
Shannon Ledbetter, founder of the charity, she 
taught me a great deal about the charity’s history 
and gave me the opportunity to visit Liverpool’s 
Tate Gallery and share our joint vision and 
interest of modern art.

Picture of Alt Street Owners - Liza Parry and Rv Shannon Ledbetter
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HOME PARTNERS
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HPBC have developed to an inovative ownership scheme. Future house owners, called Home 
Partners, have to spend 250 hours (or 300 hours if several people are involved in the ownership) 
working on the construction site. The 250 (or 200) hours left can be done by friends and family. 
The total 500 “Sweat Equity” hours allow them to get a certain amount money cut off the house’s 
price. Home Partners can get involved in construction tasks, as well as administrative tasks such as 
accountancy, the charity’s social media pages and web site. 

I had the chance to meet several Home Parnters 
and their families members during my placement. 
Working alongside them enabled me to get to 
know them, to understand their motivation for 
getting involved in the project and to be in 

touch with local culture. Indeed, they gave me a 
lot of tips to discover the city and told me what 
they knew about the city and its surroundings. 
Getting to know an area through the people 
actually living in it, has been really rewarding.

Pictures of Home Parnters (from left to right) : Colette, Nkechi, Peggy, Andrea, Anna, Gina and David, John, Chris
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VOLUNTEERS

HPBC work with volunteers as well as Home Partners. Volunteers carry out diverse tasks on the work 
site. Their hours can be donated to individual Home Partners, which is really rewarding because 
they feel like they are actually helping a specific person. HPBC received a lot of volunteer help on 
the Alt Street project, but I was actually the first one to join the work on the St Bernard Church 
project; I worked alongside two other volunteers; Henry and Lilly.

Henri is a french student in Business prepatory 
school. He came to work with HPBC to improve 
his English and get some work experience. We 
had a lot of talks with people we were working 
with, comparing french and british culture, 
trying to teach some french and to learn some 
«Scouse» !

HENRI

Lilly is a student in architecture at Liverpool 
university, actually quoting HPBC initiative in her 
university work. She joined the work on the site 
for a few days. Thanks to her I got to know the 
University of Liverpool’s courses and also some 
good tips about good places to eat, have a drink 
or even experience climbing.

LILLY
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WORK UNDERTAKEN

CONTRACTOR’S PRESENTATION

On the original build of 32 homes in the Alt Street project, HPBC was the general contractor, but 
on the 16 new houses Hampton Developments is the main contractor. Consequently, I was given 
work by HD staff. I will introduce to you several characters from HD. The three people that gave me 
work to do were : Ian, Gary and Joe; all managers in HD. They not only gave me work to do but 
also helped me get to know the city; to find a place to stay, to do nice activities with their families; 
they actually welcomed me as « part of the gang » ! 

Part of HD Staff (from left to right) : (Myself), Ian, Blad, Gary, Steve

I worked every day with members of HD’s staff. I had the chance to talk with them and to learn so 
many things from them. Joiners, painters, bricklayers and so many other trades that helped me to 
understand the variety of skills employed in the construction industry. 
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TASKS UNDERTAKEN

When I arrived on site, the church work was still at ground work phase. I could not really be usefull 
for this type of work, so I helped on the finish phase of 6 houses also built by HD. During those 13 
weeks, I had the opportunity to get involved in multiple tasks which are explained below. It enabled 
me to learn and to deal with many of manual tasks, such as :

GROUTING TILES
I worked with the tiler, Jay, who tought me how 
to grout tiles. I practiced on several bathrooms 
and kitchens but never managed to do it as fast 
as him !

POINTING
I had the opportunity to do some pointing with 
Lilly and Ronnie. It’s been an enriching activity to 
work on the bricks after seeing them everywhere 
in the city.

UNDERCOATING DOORS
 All the inside doors needed to be painted with 
undercoat as preparation for the painter’s work.

SANDING AND PAINTING SHELVES
I spent some time sanding shelves that had been 
badly painted and I repainted them with Henri.
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ADMINISTARTIVE TASKS 
I worked in the office along with Liza on creating 
templates for Home Partners’ hours sheets, 
keeping volunteers’ hours and planning up to 
date strategy. 

TEAM LEADER IN TEAM BUILD DAYS
As most of the Home Partners have a Monday 
to Friday jobs, some Saturdays are organized in 
order to enable them to do more Sweat Equity 
Hours. During these Team Building Days I was 
a Team Leader. This job involved me having to 
organised jobs for the day. Making sure that all 
the tools needed were available; making sure that 
everybody had appropriate safety equipment 
and insuring that everything was taking place 
at the right time. These Team Building Days 
also provided fabulous opportunities to spend 
meaningful and friendly moments alongside the 
Home Partners and their families.

BUILDING A GATE
A safety gate was needed to be built and painted 
in red to signal the site entrance. Along with 
Home partner Nkechi, I ground a former barrier 
and painted it in red. It allowed us to use safely 
power tools.

MOVING OFFICES
During the first weeks of my placement the office 
cabins had been moved from one side of the 
site to another. Along with Henri and HD staff 
we had to move all the files and furnitures from 
one cabin to another. It was long and athletic 
work !

SNAGGING LISTS
At the end of my placement the 6 houses we 
were working on were about to be handed over. 
The Clerk Of Work snagged the properties and 
I spent several days fixing what needed to be 
repaired; myself, Blad, Barry and Lilly. The tasks 
mainly dealt with sanding, repainting, filling 
holes and general repairs. 

Pictures taken during Team Build Days
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LIFE IN LIVERPOOL
THINGS TO KNOW

GENERAL INFORMATION

Liverpool is a really nice cosmopolitan city, populate by friendly and helpfull people.  However, 
the liverpudlian accent, called “Scouse”, can be a bit hard to master at first ! It is a city steeped in 
European history. Its success has always been related to its proximity to the sea. Indeed, it has been 
the biggest port in Europe and a front line industrial City for many decades. 

Currently housing about 50 000 students, 
Liverpool offers places to enjoy Night Life 
as well to widen your cultural outlook with 
numerous Museums. The city offers plenty of, 
value for money, restaurants and bars and most 
of the museums are free. It has plenty of listed 
buildings and its Skyline from the River Mersey 
is UNESCO labelled.  

As a european student, I just had to ask for a 
European Health Card to get a full cover is case 
of Health problems. Moreover, there is a lot of 
Pharmacies in the city centre and you can even 
get basic medication in supermarkets. In terms of 
Banks and phones, Student contracts personally 
enabled me to keep the same contracts without 
any additional fees.

TRANSPORTS

Liverpool is a large metropolis, but the city centre 
is a really condensed area. If you are not driving 
I advise you to get informed on the commute 
you will have to make, buses and trains are quite 
expensive and the traffic is heavy. 

However, the bus system is really good, they pass 
quite often and you can get a student discount. 
Lime Street train station enables you to get into 
a lot of other cities in the UK. 
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HOUSING

The city offers plenty of Student accomodation for a reasonable price. I personally stayed for 8 
weeks in one of them in the city centre. I got in touch with it thought Student.com website. The 
whole process has been taken in charge by a french service which really made it easy for me. As I 
stayed during University Holidays, I could not really bond with other students. However, staying in 
the city centre enabled me to make the most of cultural and commercial infrastructures.

I spent the last 5 weeks of my placement in 
a Shared House owned by Ian. This kind of 
accomodation is available on websites such as « 
Shared room » or « Gumtree ». I shared the house 
with 5 other people : Mandy, Radu, Valentin, 
Daniel and Amu.  Sharing the house with people 
from other countries (China, Roumania and 
India) has been a really enriching experience. 
We shared our countries culture though cooking 
meals for each other and exchanging ideas 
about our countries standards. 

Picture of the Shared House
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THINGS TO SEE

I will just present you some of the places I really enjoyed in Liverpool but it is far from an exhaustive 
lists of places to see. 

The famous pool that gave the « pool » of 
Liverpool. It’s a nice place to take a walk if the 
weather is good !

ALBERT DOCKS

Even if it is a predictable piece of advice, you 
can not stay in Liverpool without visiting the 
Museum about the most famous Liverpudlians 
: The Beatles !

THE BEATLES STORY MUSEUM

ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL MUSEUM OF LIVERPOOL

This is a building that is really worth a visit, the 
architecture is beautiful and the size of it is really 
impressive. If the sky is clear, you have to view 
the city from the roof of this building : you will 
see as far as the mountains of Wales.

This huge museum opened in 2011, it is a really 
good first visit : it will tell you all about Liverpool’s 
history and it has really interesting temporary 
exhibitions. 
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion, I would say that this placement has been a lot more than a work experience for me. 
I discovered an innovative system that enables modest-income families to access home ownership, 
and I got the chance to help some of them in their project. I enjoyed a lively city and the contact 
with its inhabitants. I improved my English and even learned some “Scouse”. I am delighted with 
this placement and I have to say that I really felt welcomed as a family member by every single 
person I met there. If you are looking for a deeply rich and fulfilling experience do not hesitate to 
get involved in a volunteering placement with HPBC, you will return to France with a whole new set 
of skills and warming memories. 

If you need any further information do not hesitate to contact me at lea.bebien@estp.fr


